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I-70 Eastbound Variable Speed Limit Sign Project between
Empire and Idaho Springs

PROJECT OVERVIEW

The Colorado Department of Transportation is updating variable speed limit (VSL) sign infrastructure
along eastbound Interstate 70 between Empire Junction and Idaho Springs, just west of the Veterans
Memorial Tunnels. Work includes the replacement of 13 aging VSL signs and installation of 13 new VSL
signs along the ten-mile stretch. The project will also add six new vehicle speed/volume detectors
and four new weather detectors to gather real-time and consistent traffic and weather data.

Once completed, there will be 13 locations along this stretch of eastbound I-70 where there is a VSL
sign on both the left and right side of the highway so all traffic can clearly see the speed limit and
maintain continuous driver awareness of the current posted speed limit. The goal of the project is to
create a more consistent travel time and decrease congestion along eastbound I-70, which in turn
will increase safety. The map below shows the locations for the variable speed limit signs. The purple
highlighted signs are new VSL signs, while the non-highlighted signs are already existing VSL signs.
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PROJECT SCHEDULE

e Main construction work begins in late August/early September and will continue through
December 2021. There will then be a period of time to test the signs following construction
before the signs are fully operational which is expected to last into early 2022. All operations
are weather and temperature dependent, and this schedule could change.

e Daytime work will take place Monday through Friday between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. (Friday work
will be on an as needed basis)

e Overnight work hours Monday through Thursday nights between 6 p.m. and 9 a.m. and Sunday
nights 10 p.m. to 9 a.m.
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TRAVEL IMPACTS

Daytime and overnight shoulder work will take place along eastbound I-70 between Empire
and Idaho Springs in the Eastbound Mountain Express Lane when it is normally closed to
motorists during the week.

e Some daytime and overnight single-lane closures may be needed to install the signage.

No full closures are anticipated.

e Permitted lane closures will occur from Sunday nights through Friday afternoons. No impacts
will occur on Friday and Saturday nights, and the Sunday night lane closures will have a later
start time to accommodate Sunday evening eastbound traffic (10 p.m.).

CONTACT INFORMATION

If you have questions or concerns or if you would like to be added to our public outreach contact list
to receive construction updates, please contact us!

Phone: 720-772-8922

Email: i70Ovariablespeedlimits@gmail.com
Project Webpage: https://www.codot.gov/projects/i-70-eastbound-variable-speed-limit-signs
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